


view from the center

“Public-Private Partnership” (PPP) – Three very simple words that 
could mean a hundred different things.  Government implementing 
agencies see PPP as an alternative form of infrastructure 
procurement where we get to save much-needed public funds.  
The private sector, on the other hand, see it as a huge investment 
opportunity that could open many doors, including potential 
partnerships with foreign investors.  Economists would probably 
look at it as an important vehicle that would spur economic 
spending and bridge our infrastructure gap.  

For the men and women of the PPP Center, PPP is an advocacy.  
True to our mandate, we stand at the center of the whole PPP 
Process. We recognize these seemingly differing views and work 
to reconcile these differences in order to align all perspectives 
towards achieving the fruits and benefits of long-term partnerships 
with the private sector.

Since 2010, when the President decided to expand the mandate 
of the Center, under Executive Order No. 8, we have come a 
long way.  Starting off with less than 10 projects in our pipeline, 
we now have more than 50 projects, 10 of which have been 
awarded, 14 under procurement, with the rest at various stages 
of project development.  Our efforts have been recognized by 
the international community, earning us a Partnerships Award in 
the United Kingdom in 2014 for being the “Best Central/Regional 
Government PPP Promoter and “Asia-Pacific Grantor of the Year” 
by IJGlobal this year.  Neighboring Asian countries have reached 
out to us to assist them in setting up their own PPP unit, and we 
have been invited to speak in several international fora in order 
to share how we have managed to implement a successful PPP 
Program in the Philippines.

Much of our success, however, can only be attributed to the 
unwavering passion and relentless dedication of all the men 
and women of the PPP Center.  Remaining true to our advocacy 
is always an uphill battle.  From project preparation until we 
finally launch the project to the public, countless hours are spent 

discussing with the implementing agencies, the transaction 
advisors, and the approving bodies, on the structure and risk 
allocation that is fair to Government and its private partner.  

Our job is to take all perspectives (the Government, the private 
partner, and all the other stakeholders) into account. The 
challenge is greater as we enter into the procurement process, 
and undertake consultations with prospective bidders.  Striking 
the balance between getting the best bid for Government and 
shielding it from contingent risks, is not an easy task.  Much more 
difficult challenges await us after award, when we start monitoring 
the implementation of the PPP contract.  Coordinating with 
various government agencies to ensure that our deliverables are 
completed on time mean that we have to be persistent, and urge 
our Implementing Agencies to meet the critical timelines. 

Throughout this PPP Process, we deal with the private 
stakeholders and the media, in order to ensure that the objective 
and the structure for the project are effectively communicated, 
and the terms and conditions of the PPP contract are adequately 
explained to the public.  This is handled by very rational and 
receptive people that make up our knowledge management team 
in PPP Center.

As advocates of the PPP Program, we believe that the key to its 
sustainability is to ensure the trust and confidence of both the 
public and the private sector, not only as regards the transparency 
and competitiveness of the whole PPP process, but more 
importantly, on the successful implementation and completion 
of the PPP project.  This is the only way that the Program can 
transcend any political change.  We continue to capacitate more 
agencies and local government units in the hope that they would, 
on their own, see PPP as a very attractive alternative to their 
traditional government procurement.  

We have indeed come a long way but there is still so much more 
that we have to do to improve our program and the process. 
We need to introduce innovation, and create efficiencies in 
Government through good, effective, and sustainable long-term 
partnerships with the private sector.  If we had chosen to take the 
safe road, we would not have been able to generate close to Php 
64 billion in revenues for the Government, while delivering critical 
infrastructure and public service to the Filipino people.

Our task was never easy to begin with and as we reach this point 
where our efforts have finally started to be recognized, we are 
faced with the biggest challenge of ensuring the sustainability 
of the PPP Program in the Philippines.  We will continue to 
work harder and ensure that the building blocks that we have 
meticulously laid down since 2010 as foundations of PPP in the 
Philippines are sufficient to withstand the 2016 National Elections.

The PPP Center has been called to take the road less travelled 
and despite significant challenges that each one of us goes 
through to make these infrastructure projects happen, we are 
happy that we have been part of the very few chosen to plant the 
seeds of change, innovation, efficiencies, and improvements in the 
delivery of public service.

ATTY. CHRISTINE V. ANTONIO
Director
Project Development Service
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Ph most improved in 
asia-pacific for ppp 
readiness

The Philippines has been recognized as most improved 
country in Asia-Pacific for Public-Private Partnership (PPP) 
readiness in the Infrascope 2014 report of the Economist 
Intelligence Unit commissioned by the Asian Development 
Bank released April this year.

The Philippines ranked number seven among the 21 
countries included in the study. It moved up from being an 
“emerging” PPP market in 2011 now joining the “developed” 
PPP markets group alongside countries like Republic of 
Korea, Japan, and India. The country had a significant 17.5 
points increase in its overall score garnering a total of 64.6.

The improved PPP regulatory and institutional framework in 
the country has been cited as a result of significant regulatory 
reforms in recent years, new biddings and selection 
procedures, and better dispute resolution mechanisms. The 
study also recognized the capacity building initiated that has 
improved the skills of agencies in undertaking PPP projects.

“In the Philippines, in addition to training and capacity 
building, regulatory amendments have improved evaluation 
and bidding timelines, giving bidders a longer time to prepare, 
and streamlined the formalities for small and municipal 
contracts”, The Economist report said.

Working under the principle of transparency and a level 
playing field, the country was praised for its improved 
investment climate and financial facilities that boosted 
investor confidence and appetite. 

The Economist noted the strong political and leadership 
support of the Aquino administration in pursuing PPPs has 
contributed to this success.  The streamlined institutional 
roles and having an established PPP unit, the PPP Center, 
that facilitates and monitors PPP projects also proved to be 
of great significance. The positive result of the study is clear 
indication that the Program has come a long way in terms of 
developing bankable PPP projects and ensuring that they are 
successfully tendered.
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Banner Story

PPP Center receives Global Recognition

The PPP Center of the Philippines emerged as winner in the 
annual IJGlobal Asia Pacific Awards 2014 held at Singapore 
last March 24. It was recognized as Asia Pacific Grantor 
of the Year, in recognition of its role as a government body 
that advises awarding authorities on the procurement of 
infrastructure projects.

This is the second international award bagged by the PPP 
Center after winning last year’s Best Central/Regional 
Government PPP Promoter of the UK-Based Partnerships 
Bulletin. For 2015, the PPP Center is shortlisted again 
for the said category with its Project Development and 
Monitoring Facility as highlight. Three PPP projects have 
also been shortlisted: Department of Education’s PPP for 
School Infrastructure Project (PSIP) Phase II, Best Education 
Project category; and Department of Transportation and 
Communications’ Mactan-Cebu International Airport New 
Passenger Terminal Building and the Automatic Fare 
Collection System (AFCS) projects, Best Transit Project 
category.

“We feel very honored to receive this international 
recognition. This reflects the hardwork and efforts of our 
institution as the main driver of Public-Private Partnership 
program in the country”, PPP Center Executive Director 
Cosette V. Canilao said.

IJGlobal Project Finance and Infrastructure Journal also 
named Executive Director Cosette V. Canilao as one of the 
PPP Global Rising Stars in recognition of the innovations 
introduced and her strong leadership of the PPP Center 
tasked to facilitate the country’s PPP Program. 

“This recognition will serve as our inspiration 
to continuously produce well-structured PPP 
infrastructure and development projects that will 
sustain the interest and participation from the private 
sector”, Executive Director Cosette V. Canilao. 

PPPs are well-established in the Philippines- ADB 
President Nakao

Mr. Takehiko Nakao, President of the Asian Development 
Bank, acknowledges that PPPs can help close Asia’s 
infrastructure gap. According to him “PPPs are not just 
about financing projects. Drawing on private-sector 
expertise and skills, they can deliver high quality 
construction, operational performance and risk sharing.”

President Nakao also acknowledged the Philippines 
implementation of PPP in the country.

“PPPs are well-established in the Philippines from 
just 11 projects in 2010 now has 61 potential PPPs,” 
Nakao added.

The PPP Center has harnessed this success in its efforts 
to share with other emerging PPP markets experiences 
and good practices in implementing the program. 

For the past months, foreign governments such as 
Vietnam, Bhutan, China, Tonga, Afghanistan and other 
countries have visited the PPP Center to study about the 
Philippine PPP program. Officials of the Center have also 
accepted several invitations in the Asia-Pacific Region to 
share and promote the program and the PPP projects.

4



#PhPPPprojects

For more information on #PhPPPprojects, please visit ppp.gov.ph or follow us 
on Twitter: PPP_Ph
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In the first semester of 2015, the government has awarded 
two Public-Private Partnership projects worth Php 58.03 
billion (USD 1.28 billlion). These are the Southwest Integrated 
Transport System and Cavite-Laguna Expresssway (CALAx) 
Projects. MWM Terminals, a consortium of Megawide 
Construction Corporation and WM Property Management 
Inc., bagged the contract of the ITS-Southwest. The CALAx 
was awarded to MPCALA Holdings Inc. of Metro Pacific 
Investments Corporation which offered the highest bid 
premium of Php 27.3 billion.

The National Economic and Development Authority (NEDA) 
Board approved the biggest PPP project to date, the North-
South Railway Project (South Line) last February 16.  This 
PPP project has an indicative cost of PhP 170.70 billion 

(USD 3.79 billion). The proposed NSRP South Line PPP 
covers Metro Manila to Legazpi City, Albay, plus a number of 
existing and proposed branch lines totaling to approximately 
653 km. It consists of commuter railway operations between 
Tutuban and Calamba and long haul railway operations 
between Tutuban and Legazpi, including extended long haul 
rail operations on the branch line between Calamba and 
Batangas and extension between Legazpi and Matnog.

Meanwhile, the National Economic and Development 
Authority – Investment Coordination Committee (NEDA-
ICC) gave a go-signal to implement the Php 298 million 
Road Transport Information Technology Infrastructure 
Project (Phase II) of the Department of Transportation and 
Communications.
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Private, public sectors unite for a PPP Forum 

Investors, local and international banks, financing institutions, 
government agencies, development partners, and embassies 
collaborated for the successful conduct of one of the biggest 
public-private partnership (PPP) fora in the country last April 
24 in Makati.

The event tagged as Invest PPPs @PH: Bridging The 
Financial Gap, Exploring Partnerships was organized by the 
PPP Center in cooperation with BPI Capital Corporation, 
Macquarie Capital, Sumitomo Mitsui Banking Corporation, 
SunLife Financial, BDO Capital and Investment Corporation 
and HSBC Philippines. 

PPPs and policy reforms

During the forum, Economic Planning Secretary and 
NEDA Director-General Arsenio M. Balisacan, highlighted 
the different measures instituted by the government and 
the critical importance of public-private partnership in the 
country’s infrastructure development.

“The current administration has achieved major achievements 
in infrastructure development. In addition to the government’s 
priority programs and projects, several non-structural 
reforms…including the revision of the Build-Operate-Transfer 
(BOT) Law Implementing Rules and Regulations (IRR) and 
the Joint Venture (JV) Guidelines, have been pursued to 
streamline government processes, to make the business 
environment conducive to investments, and to address 
constraints and bottlenecks in infrastructure provision”, he 
said.

“Through private sector investments under the country’s 
pioneering PPP Program, public resources can be freed 
up and be utilized for the provision of much needed social 
services”, he added.

PPP Center Executive Director Cosette V. Canilao also 
shared some of the government’s initiatives that contributed 
in the successful tendering of PPP projects and in putting 
together a robust pipeline of projects.

“The government thru the PPP Center also worked on 
formulating and adopting key policies that addressed 
some weaknesses under the current legal and regulatory 
framework’, she said.

“To name a few, we have worked on providing government 
policies on Pipeline Development, Viability Gap Funding, PPP 
Best Practices, and Termination Payments”, she added.

“Let’s work together and be aggressive”

BDO Capital President Eduardo Francisco appealed to local 
banks to take advantage of the present opportunities in the 
country in the financing and funding of PPP projects.

“It’s more for the local banks side. You’ve heard earlier that 
we need to be more aggressive. I guess it’s true so in a way 
take advantage while the liquidity and funding is there then 
use us because at a certain point, admittedly, our liquidity 
might dry up”, he said. 

He also encouraged local and international companies to 
team up and participate in the country’s PPP projects.

Meet and Match

The forum was divided into four sessions. It provided the 
participants insights and latest developments in Philippine 
bond market, project financing of PPPs – challenges in 
emerging markets, infrastructure, utilities and renewables, 
importance of sovereign guarantees for PPPs, and the 
creation of a suitable environment for infrastructure 
investment to attract institutional investors to the country’s 
PPPs.

The last part of the forum was the meet and match session. 
Foreign and local investors visited the different booths set-up 
by banks and financing institutions. It provided a venue for 
investors to meet with various banks and financing institutions 
for possible collaboration and finance opportunities. It was 
also a chance for foreign investors to discuss possible 
partnership with local companies to participate in the 
country’s public-private partnership projects.
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Continuously Building PPP Capacities

The PPP Center continuously capacitates national 
government agencies, local government units and different 
organizations on PPP Program. The Capacity Building 
Division conducted 25 capacity building activities reaching 
665 participants from 78 institutions in the beginning of this 
year. 

Thirty six percent (36%) of the activities were conducted 
for National Government Agencies (NGAs) while Local 
Government Units (LGUs) were recipients of 24% of the 
total activities.  The PPP Center, which implemented its 
institutional strengthening program, garnered 16% of the 
activities conducted. 

Twenty eight (28) LGUs and twenty one (21) NGAs received 
capacity building support during this period. 

Tanauan City upgrades public market 

The Local Government of Tanauan City in Batangas, 
through a capacity building support from the PPP Center, will 
modernize and improve its existing public market under a 
PPP arrangement. It involves a construction of a four-storey 
commercial building with wet and dry market facilities and a 
transport terminal under a 25-year Design- Build-Transfer-
Operate (DBTO) concession contract with the private sector. 

The P400 Million Tanauan City Public Market Redevelopment 
Project is the first LGU PPP approved by the Cabinet-level 
NEDA Investment Coordination Committee this January 2015 
for implementation under the current PPP Program. 

The existing public market has served as a major fruit 
and vegetable trading center in the region. With the 
redevelopment project, a modern commercial center will be 

built that would help boost local trade and development. At 
the same time, this will generate employment for the city and 
its nearby municipalities. 

The project will address lack of amenities at the current 
public market with the inclusion of a wastewater treatment 
plant, solid waste processing facilities, cold storage facilities 
and delivery area. Traffic condition in city will also be eased 
because of the addition of a multilevel parking for consumers 
and market vendors. 

“We look forward to more local PPP initiatives facilitated 
by the Center’s PPP capacity building strategy for local 
governments and to help boost local economies”, Executive 
Director Cosette V. Canilao.

Harnessing ppp in local infra dev’t

Capacity building activities conducted were in the form of 
orientation, training, mentoring, and assistance in developing 
and structuring  projects for implementation as PPPs. It 
also includes assistance in setting up their PPP governance 
structure for them to properly manage their PPP projects and 
the process they need to undergo.    
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Deadly Numbers

In September 26, 2009 Typhoon Ketsana (local name Ondoy) 
dumped 341 millimeters of rain, equivalent to a month’s worth of 
rainfall in Metro Manila and at the nearby provinces like Laguna 
and Cavite. According to the Laguna Lake Development 
Authority, at the height of Ondoy, the water level of Laguna 
Lake breached its 90-year record of 14.5 meters measured in 
1919, the highest known level of the lake.  After six hours of 
driving rain, more than 3 million people or 466 families in 1,368 
barangays have been devastated by the murky flood waters 
inundating homes, farmlands and business establishments. 293 
people died in the worst flooding since 1967. In Metro Manila, 
the death toll reached 136.

A Dike, an Expressway and a Reclamation project

In August 2013, severe tropical storm Trami (Maring) whipped 
through the country devastating Central and Northern Luzon, 
including the CALABARZON area. Typhoon Maring left 27 
dead, injuring 30 people and damaging infrastructure worth Php 
689.4 Million. 

As President Aquino inspected these flooded areas, he 
committed to construct the Laguna Lake Expressway Dike 
(LLED), a project of the Department of Public Works and 
Highways (DPWH). 

As the name suggests, the LLED is both an expressway 
and a dike system. Under a public-private partnership (PPP) 
arrangement, the 47 kilometer high speed, six-lane expressway 
project which will sit on top of a flood control dike will be 
constructed and operated by a private concessionaire --- very 
much like that of the Afsluitdijk (enclosure dam), a 32-kilometer 
dam that separates the Wadden Sea (salt water) and the 
Ilsselmeer (fresh water). On top of the Afsluitdijk runs the A7 
motorway connecting Noord- Holland and Friesland, found in 
The Netherlands.

Based on the study made by the Advancing Philippine 
Competitiveness (COMPETE) Project of the United States 
Agency for International Development (USAID) for the DPWH, 
the Laguna Lake Expressway Dike will have an off-shore 
alignment of at least 500 meters from the lake’s shoreline and 
will be equipped with pumping stations and flood gates. The 
structure will start in Taguig and will traverse through the cities 
of Muntinlupa, Calamba, ending in Los Banos, Laguna at its 
boundary with Bay, Laguna. 

This mega structure, the second largest PPP project to date of 
the Aquino Administration, will cost approximately Php 122.8 
billion or USD 2.73 Billion. The project will be undertaken 
through a Build-Transfer and Operate – Build-Transfer (BTO-
BT) scheme with a concession period of 37 years. Once built, 
the expressway dike will safeguard some 200,000 households 
or approximately a million Filipinos from low-lying areas around 
the lake who are constantly affected by its flooding. 

Source: http://www.abc.net.au/news/2009-09-28/philippines-floods/1445700
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Source: http://www.skyscrapercity.com/  |  http://www.eendijkvaneendijk.nl/ 
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The 47-kilometer, 6 lanes stretch of expressway is estimated 
to be completed within 7 years and will be operated and 
maintained by the concessionaire. As a toll road, the 
Concessionaire will be given a Toll Operations Permit that will 
be issued out by the TRB as soon as the road is completely 
finished and the Toll Regulatory Board (TRB) requirements 
are met. At the end of the 37-year concession period, the 
expressway dike will be turned over to the DPWH.  

An equally significant component of the project is the raw land 
reclamation of 700 hectares of foreshore and offshore area 
within the Laguna Lake. The seven (7) islands of reclaimed 
areas will be 450 meters wide and about 15.6 kilometers long 
each stretching from Taguig to Muntinlupa. Each of these 
islands will be separated from the existing shoreline of the lake 
through a waterway or channel approximately 100-150 meter 
wide and will adjoin the western edge of the expressway dike. 

The concessionaire is expected to reclaim these raw lands 
within the lake and sell them off or use them as prime real 
estate property intended for mixed-use development activities.  
Building the project will come at no cost to the government, 

except for the right-of-way outlays provided by law under 
Republic Act No. 8974 (Right-of-Way Acquisition Act) and its 
Implementing Rules and Regulations. 

Big Benefits 

The LLED project is attracting prospective investors especially 
with the available business opportunities on its real estate 
segment. The project now has three pre-qualified bidders: Team 
Trident composed of Trident Infrastructure & Development 
Corporation, Ayala Land Inc., SM Prime Holdings Inc., Aboitiz 
Equity Ventures Inc., and Megaworld Corporation; Alloy-PAVI 
Hanshin LLED Consortium composed of Malaysia’s Alloy MTD 
Capital BHD Group, Prime Asset Venture Inc. of the Villar 
Group, Korean Hanshin Engineering Constructions Corporation 
and Korea Rural Corp. ; and San Miguel Holdings Corporation.

The coastal communities of the Laguna Lake stand to gain 
the most of this multi-billion massive infrastructure project. 
Flooding will be greatly minimized if not totally eradicated. The 
lake itself, a source of livelihood for many living off its bounty, 
will be preserved from excessive and unrestrained farm fishing 
using destructive fish pens. According to the Laguna Lake 



Source: http://www.dpwh.gov.ph/ 
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Development Authority (LLDA), affected fish cage owners and 
operators can still rebuild their fences in a new relocation site 
within the lake. However, for those small fish pen owners who 
cannot afford to construct new ones, they will be compensated 
for their structures under Republic Act 8974 or the Acquisition 
of Right-Of-Way. The interest of marginal fisher folks who are 
highly dependent on the lake for their livelihood will be taken 
cared of with appropriate alternative livelihood programs being 
designed to address these needs.
 
Environmental concerns such as the deterioration of the Lake’s 
water quality due to siltation and turbidity and the protection of 
its fresh water ecology have all been taken into consideration 
and will be tackled by both long term and short term mitigating 
measures identified by experts working with the LLDA and the 
DPWH.

The promise of progress

Building the Laguna Lake Expressway Dike project is a huge 
undertaking with equally huge stakes for all parties concerned. 
But from a development point of view, the expressway dike 
is more than just a massive infrastructure project of the 
government and its private proponent.  

The expressway will make the transport of goods and services 
easier and faster as the LLED will provide an alternative route 
going to and from South of Metro Manila. The construction 
activities will provide alternative jobs to displaced and affected 
people who make the Laguna Lake as their source of livelihood. 
The value of real estate is projected to skyrocket, bringing with 
it the benefits of a stronger and healthier local economy. It will 
bring in more jobs, increase incomes, and better business. 

From an environmental point of view, the structure will help 
protect and improve lives ruined from the destruction wrought 
by raging flood waters. It will also mean that the Laguna 
Lake will be protected from environmental degradation due to 
overfishing and pollution. 

Building the Laguna Lake Expressway Dike brings the promise 
of progress closer to reality.



Ph-aus ppp policy dialogue

The government, through the Public-Private Partnership 
(PPP) Center, initiated a Philippine-Australia PPP Policy 
Dialogue with Partnerships Victoria held in Melbourne, 
Australia on May 21-22, 2015.

The policy dialogue engaged Australian PPP experts in 
discussions that aimed to enrich knowledge, insights, and 
experiences on PPPs. It served as a venue for Australia to 
share its experience on PPPs, particularly that of the State 
Government of Victoria, and how they were able to sustain 
their PPP Program over the years. 

Socioeconomic Planning Secretary Arsenio M. Balisacan 
highlighted in the policy dialogue that the country’s PPP 
program has already achieved significant changes since its 
launching in 2010.

“I am proud to say that the Philippines’ PPP program 
has come a long way in terms of developing bankable 
PPP projects and ensuring that they are successfully 
tendered,” Secretary Balisacan said. 

The overall strategy of the Philippine Government now is to 
step up public infrastructure spending from 2.7 percent of the 
GDP in 2013 to at least 5.0 percent by 2016. 

Secretary Balisacan added that through the PPP program, 
government will continue to tap the private sector as partners 
in development to help overcome our resource constraints, 
deliver much-needed social services and public infrastructure 

facilities, and to help sustain the robust economic growth the 
country has been enjoying in recent times.

Other Philippine government officials present during the 
said policy dialogue include Senator Ferdinand Marcos, Jr., 
Chairman of the Senate Committee on Public Works, Public 
Works and Highways Secretary Rogelio Singson, Philippine 
Ambassador to Australia Her Excellency Belen Anota, and 
PPP Center Executive Director Cosette Canilao. The Offices 
of Senator Ralph Recto and Senator Juan Edgardo Angara 
also sent representatives in the dialogue.

Minister Adem Somyurek of the State Government of 
Victoria’s Department for Small Business, Innovation and 
Trade, together with other officials and representatives from 
Partnerships Victoria and Australian Trade Commission, were 
also in attendance.

“The PPP Policy Dialogue is aligned with the Aquino 
Administration’s major advocacy of pushing for the 
enactment of the PPP Act or Amendments to the Revised 
Build-Operate-and-Transfer (BOT) Law envisioned to 
sustain the gains of the PPP Program,” said Executive 
Director Canilao.

ph-aus ppp policy dialogue 
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In addition, the government is also seeking to amend 
the law on Right of Way Acquisition (ROWA) that would 
address bottlenecks in implementing PPP projects. It is 
also continuously working to streamline PPP processes 
and institutionalize reforms and best practices to further 
enhance the legal and policy environment for private sector 
participation.

Meanwhile, Public Works and Highways Secretary Singson 
welcomed inputs from Australia for PPP stakeholders in the 
Philippines to learn more about how PPP projects can be 
properly implemented in the country through learning from its 
PPP experiences.

Part of the event is a one-day opportunity to explore the 
different infrastructure projects in the city built through PPP.
The first stop was the New Royal Children’s Hospital which is 
the largest hospital redevelopment undertaken by the State 
Government of Victoria. It is a major specialist pediatric/
children’s hospital in Melbourne.

Another facility that was visited by the policy dialogue 
participants is the Metropolitan Remand Center. Opened 
in April 2006, the Metropolitan Remand Center is one of 
three prison facilities built as part of the redevelopment of 
Victoria’s corrections system under the Corrections Long 
Term Management Strategy. The Center was designed and 
delivered under a Partnerships Victoria project. Other PPP 
projects that were visited are the Port of Melbourne and 
Citylink.  

This policy dialogue was co-organized by PPP Center, 
AusTrade and Partnerships Victoria with support from 
the Asian Development Bank and Philippine Embassy in 
Australia.

“I’d like to open the possibility of the Philippine 
Government inviting inputs from Australia, particularly 
Melbourne to help the various line agencies as well as 
the private sector in the Philippines, so that they get to 
really appreciate and learn more about how PPP projects 
can be put together in a much better state”, DPWH 
Secretary Rogelio Singson.

“It has been a very fruitful two days. The advanced state 
or high level of PPP project implementation in Victoria 
and Australia has taught us a great deal about the 
concept (of PPPs) and gives us direction to explore PPP 
in the Philippines,” said Senator Ferdinand Marcos, Jr, 
Chairman of the Senate Committee on Public Works. 
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PH Co-Chairs PPP Experts Advisory Panel

Public Private Partnership Center Executive Director Cosette 
V. Canilao, together with Ambassador Neil Reeder of Canada, 
co-chairs the APEC PPP Experts Advisory Panel with the 
Philippines’ hosting of APEC Meetings this 2015.

Executive Director Canilao showcased the Philippines’ 
implementation of the country’s PPP Program and the actions 
that were taken to strengthen the PPP framework.

 “The Philippines has come a long way since the PPP 
Program was launched in 2010. Five years hence, we are 
proud to say that we now have a program with a sound 
policy framework, established institutional reforms, a robust 
pipeline of PPP projects, and well-capacitated implementing 
agencies,” said Executive Director Canilao.

The PPP Center is proposing a system of information 
exchange and contract standardization to help boost 
infrastructure development in the Asia Pacific region.

“We are recommending to the panel for the various 
jurisdictions to share information through a knowledge 
management portal,” Executive Director Canilao said.

The proposed APEC PPP Knowledge Portal will serve as a 
repository and primary source of PPP-related information. 
It will facilitate fast, efficient and reliable exchange of 
information between domestic and international PPP 
stakeholders.

Another initiative being proposed is on Contract 
Standardization for PPP projects where standard templates 
will be provided. 

“The Philippines through the PPP Center and Department 
of Finance has the proposal for the standardization of PPP 
contracts, putting into practice or some templates that we can 
probably share with the rest of the region on those areas of 
PPP contracting that we already established to be working”, 
Deputy Executive Director Eleazar E. Ricote said during the 
APEC Senior Finance Officials’ Meeting last June 11-12, 
2015 at Bagac, Bataan.

The APEC PPP Experts Advisory Panel acts as a regional 
network of PPP units and experts to share good practices, 
build capacity, and help align standards among APEC 
economies. It brings together various stakeholders from 
governments,  private groups and development organizations 
sharing the vision of accelerating infrastructure development 
and investments in the region—World Bank (WB), Asian 
Development Bank (ADB), Organisation for Economic 
Cooperation and Development (OECD), Asia Pacific 
Infrastructure Partnership (APIP), and APEC Business 
Advisory Council (ABAC).

The Department of Finance will conduct the next APEC 
Workshop on Infrastructure Financing and Capital Market 
Development with the theme Fostering APEC’s Infrastructure 
through Long-Term Investment and Capital Market 
Development in Iloilo City.

Promoting Infrastructure Dev’t in apec economies 
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PPP GOVERNING BOARD 
POLICY CIRCULARS AND ISSUANCES
The PPP Governing Board, the overall policy making body for all PPP-related matters, has approved 
several policy directives to create an enabling policy and institutional environment for PPPs in the 
country. To date, the Board has issued six major policy circulars that would set strategic direction for the 
Philippine PPP Program.
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PPP NEWS BITS

President Benigno S. Aquino III led the 
groundbreaking of the Mactan-Cebu 
International Airport New Passenger 
Terminal Building last June 29.

Project Milestones

Last April 24, the MWM Terminals 
and Department of Tranportation and 
Communications signed the Southwest 
Integrated Transport System Project’s 
concession agreement.

The President also witnessed the 
turnover of brand new classrooms 
courtesy of the country’s first PPP 
social infrastructure project to the 
Department of Education by its private 
partner Citicore Megawide Consortium, 
Inc. last April 23.
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From the start of 2015, several foreign 
governments and officials requested a 
special visit to the PPP Center. Officials 
of the agency provided an orientation 
on the Philippines PPP Program to 
Government representatives from 
Vietnam, China’s Hebei Province, 
Bhutan and Afghanistan. The Lord 
Mayor of the City of London, Honorable 
Alderman Alan Yarrow, and United 
States Treasury officials also paid a visit 
to get updates about the Program.

Sharing 
Experiences and
Lessons Learned

The government kicked off 2015 
with various international investment 
roadshows to encourage more foreign 
firms to invest in the Philippines. In 
February, the Philippines-Singapore 
Business’ Council Forum was organized 
in Singapore. Trade, investment and 
infrastructure roadshows were also held 
in the United Kingdom and the United 
States last June. The country’s PPP 
Pipeline were highlighted during these 
roadshows. 

Encouraging more 
Players
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The Ministry of Trade and Industry 
(METI), Japan, in partnership with the 
Philippine Public-Private Partnership 
(PPP) Center and the Department 
of Energy initiated the Philippines 
Energy and Infrastructure Development 
Seminar last February 21.

Representatives from local and 
international banks, financing 
institutions, government, development 
partners, investors and embassies 
joined the PPP forum last April 24 
organized by the Center in cooperation 
with different banks. 

Collaborating for 
Dialogue

Consistent with its mandate to provide 
the public with updated and relevant 
information regarding the Philippine 
Public-Private Partnership (PPP) 
Program, the Center launched its 
new and improved website www.ppp.
gov.ph . The new website features a 
comprehensive database of national 
and local PPP projects in the country. 

The PPP Center also moved to its 
new office at 8th Floor, One Cyberpod 
Centris, Eton Centris, Piñahan, Quezon 
City last February.

Launching New 
Website & Office
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The Center continuously informed the 
public and stakeholders on Philippine 
PPP Program updates and the latest 
status of the country’s PPP projects.

Raising 
Stakeholders’ 
Awareness

Officials of the Center have been 
invited to international conferences 
and seminars to share the challenges, 
innovations and success in the 
implementation of the Philippine PPP 
Program.

Showcasing 
Program’s 
Success
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